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Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

NI  Librarian 

"BONONIA  (BOULOGNE-SUR-MER)" 

R.  R.  Kutcher3  Lincoln 3 Nebraska3  NI  #1289 

The  expedition  to  Britian  made  by  Constans  in  the  winter  of  A.D. 

342-3,  to  put  down  an  uprising  of  the  Piets,  was  commemorated  by  an 
extremely  rare  medallion  and  also  by  a verse  by  Julius  Firmicus.  The 
verse  in  part  is,  "In  the  season  of  winter  thou  hast  trodden  the 
swelling  and  raging  waves  of  the  ocean  - a deed  never  before  accomp- 
lished, nor  ever  again  to  happen:  - Linder  your  oars  hath  trembled  the 
flood  of  a sea  almost  unknown  to  us;  and  the  Briton  has  gazed,  ap- 
palled, at  the  unexpected  sight  of  an  emperor." 

The  medallion  has  the  legend  "BONONIA 
CCEANEN"  and  presents  a galley  with 
rowers,  and  victory  on  its  prow. 

The  emperor,  in  military  dress  with 
a shield  and  lance,  is  in  the  atti- 
tude of  hurling  the  weapon  down- 
wards at  a figure  swimming  in  the 
sea.  Two  ensigns  are  seen  in  the 
stern  of  the  ship  and  a light-house 
on  the  distant  shore. 

"Bononia"  was  a maritime  town  of 
Gallia  Belgica,  which  in  modertimes 
was  called  "Boulogne-sur-Mer" . The  town  was  of  great  importance  in  a 
military  point  of  view  as  the  straits  are  very  short  at  this  point 
between  Britain  and  France.  Accordinging  to  Suetonius,  the  Emperor 
Claudius  passed  over  to  Britain  from  this  place  in  A.D.  43.  Julius 
Caesar  was  the  first  Roman  to  cross  to  Britain  from  Boulogne  on  the 
26th  of  August  in  B.C.  55. 
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SOME  PROBLEMS  OF  THE 
BULLET  COINAGE  OF  SIAM 

0.  D.  Cvesswell , Belfast,  Northern  Ireland,  NI  § 560 
(Graphs  by  Tim  Davis) 

I suppose  if  a hardened  coin  collector  were  to  be  granted  a wish  by  a 
Fairy  Godmother  he  might  be  tempted  to  ask  for  the  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine an  untouched  hoard  of  coins.  Not  having  such  a useful  bene- 
factor I have  never  been  favoured  by  such  a piece  of  good  fortune,  but 
perhaps  I came  very  near  to  it  some  twenty  years  ago.  I heard  a whisp- 
er on  the  bush  telegraph  which  connects  collectors  to  one  another  that 
a London  coin  dealer  had  purchased  a massive  collection  of  Bullet  coins 
from  the  widow  of  some  unnamed  European  collector  who  had  spent  a life- 
time in  Siam,  or  Thailand,  as  it  is  now  called.  It  was  not  long  before 
a letter  sped  across  to  London,  and  I hopefully  awaited  a reply  to  my 
request  that  I be  allowed  to  purchase  a few  pieces  before,  as  I had 
assumed,  the  collection  was  listed,  item  by  item,  for  sale.  This  was 
pure  greed  on  my  part  but  the  reply  soon  disillusioned  me.  The  col- 
lection of  several  thousand  pieces  had  been  purchased  as  scrap  silver 
and  would  be  melted  down.  They  regretted,  etc.,  that  they  had  neither 
the  time  nor  staff  to  catalogue  the  collection.  So  on  to  the  phone  and 
after  quite  a lot  of  trouble  and  several  calls  the  dealer  agreed  that  I 
might  examine  the  collection  before  it  was  melted  down.  It  was  mid- 
winter and  a long  time  before  the  next  summer  vacation  would  permit  a 
visit  to  London,  so  that  offer,  hard  won  as  it  was,  did  not  seem  to 
be  of  use  at  all.  Further  negotiations,  and  a hefty  phone  bill  later, 
the  dealer  agreed  to  post  the  collection  to  me  for  examination  as 
long  as  I paid  the  post  both  ways.  This  was  expensive  but  much  less 
so  than  a visit  to  London  and  there  was  one  silver  lining  as  I was 
allowed  to  pick  out  a few  that  I wanted  at  a set  price.  I doubt  when 
the  collection  was  posted  back  the  dealer  may  have  been  surprised  at 
my  idea  of  what  constituted  a few  pieces. 

Anyway  there  I was  with  thousands  of  Bullet  coins  in  several  massive 
packages.  The  original  owner  may  have  had  some  system  of  arranging 
his  collection  but  someone  else,  probably  his  widow,  had  tumbled  the 
pieces  into  boxes.  Every  saucer  in  the  house  was  pressed  into  service, 
and  later  on  every  cup,  egg  cup, anything  to  hold  coins  as  I sorted  out 
the  collection  and  proceeded  to  weigh  each  piece  and  list  the  various 
markings.  All  this  had  to  be  done  at  a trot  as  the  dealer  seemed  to 
have  an  indecent  desire  to  melt  them  down.  I culled  out  as  many  rare 
pieces  as  I could  afford  and  regretfully  posted  back  the  parcels  to 
London.  I was  left  with  a mass  of  notes  of  design,  weights  in  grains 
and  a good  notion  of  comparative  rarity  of  the  various  types.  There 
were  none  of  the  larger  Bangkok  pieces  nor  any  gold  Bullets  but  apart 
from  these  the  collection  included  practically  every  type  of  Bullet 
coi  n . 

I found  that  I had  over  two  hundred  different  marks  on  the  Bullet 
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coins  I had  catalogued  but  when  I came  to  consider  their  weights  at 
first  glance  there  seemed  to  be  no  regular  pattern  to  be  discovered. 
The  coins  which  appeared  to  represent  one  Bat  ranged  in  weight  from 
140  to  263  grains.  The  coins  of  multiple  Bat  values  were  as  follows: 


Va  1 ue 

2 Bats 

3 " 

4 " 

5 " 

6 " 

8 11 

12  " 

16  " 


Varieties 


Minimum  Weight  Maximum  Weight 


11 

5 

15 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 


300 

497 

523 

613 

735 

993 

754 

— 

889 

- - - 

1232 

1888 

2096 

— 

2464 

— 

Note:  In  a coinage  which  was  based  on  the  binary  system,  i.e. 

multiples  of  two,  it  is  not  surprising  to  find  so  many 
more  of  four  and  eight  Bat  coins  than  the  other  values. 

It  must  also  be  remarked  that  in  some  cases  there  was 
difficulty  in  deciding  whether  a coin  was  six  or  eight 
Bats,  but  this  problem  will  be  solved  at  a later  stage  of 
this  paper. 


The  fractional  coins,  i.e.  half,  quarter  and  so  on,  were  as  follows: 


Value 

Varieties 

Minimum  Weight 

Maximum  Weight 

1/2 

Bat 

11 

108 

116 

1/4 

ll 

38 

44 

65 

1/8 

ll 

29 

22 

34 

1/16 

ll 

6 

12 

17 

1/32 

ll 

1 

8 

-- 

Note : 

With 

was 

these  small  coins 
found  with  some  of 

there  was  not  the  same 
the  multiple  Bat  coins 

difficulty  as 

When  the  coins  of  One  Bat  value  are  plotted  on  a graph  (see  Graph  A) 
it  is  at  once  apparent  that  we  do  not  have  a single  series.  Had  they 
been  a single  series  the  graph  should  take  the  familiar  Bell  Shape. 
When  the  multiple  Bat  coins  are  plotted  (Graph  B)  after  being  reduced 
to  One  Bat  weights,  this  view  is  reinforced.  There  are  some  problems 
here  and  it  must  be  remembered  that  there  is  difficulty  in  deciding 
whether  a coin  is  Six  or  Eight  Bats  with  the  consequent  difference  if 
a weight  is  divided  by  eight  rather  than  six.  However,  we  are  dealing 
here  with  a mere  forty  or  so  coins,  the  multiple  coins  being  much 
rarer  that  the  One  Bat  coins,  so  the  difficulties  are  not  important. 

In  a similar  way  the  fractional  coins  were  plotted,  again  reducing  to 
One  Bat  weights  by  appropriate  multiplication  (Graph  C).  Here  the 
problem  is  not  deciding  on  whether  a coin  is  half  or  quarter,  usually 
obvious,  but  that  if  someone  made  a fractional  coin  of  1/2  Bat  and 
erred  by  2 grains,  then  after  multiplication  the  error  becomes  4 
grains.  A little  thought  will  show  that  this  problem  increases  as 
the  coin  becomes  smaller,  multiplied  by  sixteen  really  does  increase 
the  error  dramatically.  Fortunately  the  survival  rate  of  small  coins 
is  equally  small  and  only  one  coin  valued  at  1/32  Bat  turned  up  in 
the  collection. 
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Graph  A.  Distribution  of  One  Bat  Coins  by  Weiqht. 
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Grains . 


Graph  B.  Distribution  of  Fractional  Coins  by  Weiqht 
(of  equivalent  One  Bat  Coin) 
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Grains . 
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Graph  C 

Distribution  of  Multiple  Bat  Coins  by  Weight 
(of  equivalent  One  Bat  Coin) 
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Graph  D 

Distribution  of  All  Coins  by  Weight 
(of  equivalent  One  Bat  Coin) 
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If  all  three  graphs  (A,  B and  C)  are  combined  (Graph  D) , then  it  seems 
very  clear  that  we  are  not  dealing  with  a single  series  but  rather 
with  three.  Since  it  is  known  that  the  standard  weight  for  One  Bat 
for  the  coinage  of  Ayudhya  is  234  grains,  we  can  allocate  all  those 
coins  of  a Bat  standard  between  200  and  250  grains  to  the  City/State 
of  Ayudhya.  Those  which  exceed  the  234  mark  probably  represent  un- 
official issues  or  more  likely  the  error  of  multiplication  of  some 
of  the  fractional  coins  noted  earlier.  Indeed  it  is  remarkable  how 
closely  the  coiners  of  Ayudhya  have  approached  the  correct  number  of 
grains.  Multiple  Bat  coins  would  have  been  rather  more  easily  pro- 
duced to  reach  the  correct  weight  so  this  does  not  produce  the  errors 
found  in  the  fractional  coins.  Again  it  must  be  remembered  that  with 
the  multiple  Bat  coins  division  rather  than  multiplication  is  used  to 
reduce  the  coin  to  an  equivalent  One  Bat  weight  so  any  error  will  be 
reduced,  not  increased  as  it  was  with  the  fractional  coins. 

It  is  known  that  the  so-called  Northern  Bat,  that  is  the  Bat  of 
Suk'ot'ai,  weighed  but  85 % of  that  of  Ayudhya.  This,  if  we  take  the 
standard  for  Ayudhya  as  234  grains,  would  give  us  a figure  of  some 
198  or  199  grains.  Again  allowing  for  the  errors  produced  by  multi- 
plying the  weights  of  fractional  coins  we  can  take  all  those  coins 
with  a Bat  standard  of  between  170  and  200  grains  as  having  emanated 
from  the  State  of  Suk'ot'ai. 

This  leaves  a small  group  of  coins  with  weights  of  about  150  grains 
to  the  Bat.  Any  error  here  from  fractional  coins  does  not  arise  as 
with  one  exception  these  coins  are  multiple  Bat  coins,  the  exception 
being  a One  Bat  coin.  Here  we  have  a small  group  of  six  coins,  but 
in  many  ways  their  importance  far  outweighs  their  small  numbers.  If 
we  look  in  the  area  of  Thailand  for  an  issuing  authority  which  could 
have  issued  thse  coins  only  one  possible  authority  suggests  itself  - 
the  Khmer  Empire.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  small  number  of  coins  and 
the  complete  absence  of  fractional  coins  strongly  suggest  an  issuing 
authority  which  predates  Suk'ot'ai  and  if  the  authority  is  not  the 
Khmer  Empire,  then  we  must  assume  that  some  small  principality  such 
as  Payao  was  responsible.  The  fact  that  an  unimportant  statelet  like 
Payao,  or  some  other  similar  place,  invented  so  original  a coinage  as 
the  Bullet  series  seems  unlikely  and  it  is  even  more  unlikely  that 
the  Thai  people  who  migrated  from  Southern  China  would  have  adopted 
the  type  of  coins  used  by  a minor  state  in  Siam  rather  than  continued 
use  of  the  Cash  type  of  coins  they  must  have  used  in  China.  That 
they  adopted  the  Bullet  coins  does  suggest  that  during  their  early 
years  in  Siam  they  had  to  accept  the  coinage  of  the  ruling  power  at 
that  time  - the  Khmer  Empire.  While  we  are  dealing  with  a small 
number  of  coins  it  is  clear  that  here  we  have  the  very  earliest  of 
the  Bullet  series  and  the  only  surviving  numismatic  remains  of  what 
was  once  a mighty  empi re . 

The  second  point  I wished  to  study  from  the  collection  I was  fortunate 
enough  to  be  allowed  to  catalogue  was  the  significance  of  the  marks 
stamped  on  the  coins.  The  solitary  reference  in  European  writings  to 
these  marks  comes  from  a journal  of  one  of  the  early  travellers  in 
Siam,  the  Frenchman  Jean  Baptiste  Tavernier.  In  his  book,  published 
in  1676,  he  provides  four  drawings  of  a coin  in  use  in  Ayudhya  during 
his  visit.  His  description  is  "a  piece  about  the  bigness  of  a large 
Hazel  nut,  flattened  in  the  four  sides  like  a semi -circle,  three  sides 
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whereof  are  open  like  a horseshoe  and  upon  two  sides  are  certain  of 
their  own  letters.  There  is  no  money  in  the  East  so  strangely  coined 
as  this.  It  weighs  three  drams  and  a half  and  fifteen  grains" and  is 
as  good  as  our  silver  at  three  livres  and  ten  sous  the  ounce.  It 
amounts  to  thirty  two  sous  and  four  deneers  of  our  money." 

Those  unfamiliar  with  the  strange  shape  of  the  Bullet  coin  may  think 
his  description  difficult  to  follow  but  if  they  attempt  to  describe 
the  shape  in  their  own  words  they  may  think  more  highly  of  Tavernier's 
description.  But  leaving  aside  his  description  and  his  remarks  on 
the  quality  of  silver  and  its  value  in  French  money,  all  we  have  fjfom 
his  illustrations  is  a picture  of  a Lotus.  From  such  slender  begin- 
nings Le  May  and  after  him  Guehler  tried  to  establish  a listing  of 
the  various  marks  found  on  Bullet  coins  and  to  allocate  one  mark  to 
each  king  of  Suk’ot'ai  and  of  Ayudhya.  The  starting  point  of  such 
exercises  was  the  reading  of  Tavernier's  words  to  mean  that  the  Lotus 
mark  he  illustrated  was  the  personal  mark  of  the  king  of  Ayudhya  at 
the  time  of  his  visit,  a certain  Narai . 

This  was  an  enjoyable  pursuit  which  was  in  some  ways  more  easy  for 
Le  May  than  for  Guehler.  Taking  the  list  of  kings  and  the  list  of 
marks  he  found  that  there  were  insufficient  marks  to  allocate  one  to 
each  monarch.  This  problem  was  solved  by  rather  arbitrarily  deciding 
that  some  kings  ruled  for  too  short  a time  to  allow  the  production 
of  a new  coinage.  He  did  not  however  attempt  to  allocate  a specific 
mark  to  any  one  ruler.  By  the  time  that  Guehler  continued  with  this 
armchair  puzzle  more  marks  had  been  discovered  and  Guehler  found  there 
were  now  enough  to  allow  one  to  each  ruler,  no  matter  how  short  his 
reign.  Since  Siam  in  the  days  of  Suk'ot'ai  and  Ayudhya  resembled 
Italy  of  the  Borgias,  some  rulers  enjoyed  but  the  briefest  occupation 
of  the  throne  but  still  there  were  sufficient  marks  available  so  that 
one  might  have  been  used  by  a ruler  who  ruled  for  days  rather  than  for 
months.  The  trouble  which  came  to  the  surface  in  Guehler's  later 
paper  was  that  more  marks  were  coming  to  light  and  the  total  began  to 
exceed  the  number  of  possible  rulers.  When  I examined  the  collection 
that  is  the  basis  of  this  paper,  there  was  another  increase  in  the 
number  of  marks  available,  but  unfortunately  there  could  be  no  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  rulers.  Guehler,  if  I read  him  correctly, 
attempted  to  reduce  the  number  of  marks  by  deciding  that  some  coins 
were  not  genuine  pieces  and  in  this  way  the  number  of  marks  could  be 
kept  in  line  with  the  number  of  rulers.  In  his  later  paper  he  seems 
to  have  abandoned  this  practice  as  such  chaos  reigned,  with  marks  and 
rulers  in  no  sort  of  alignment. 

Two  coins  which  I was  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  from  the  collection 
suggest  a different  approach  to  the  problem  of  allocating  marks  to 
rulers.  These  coins,  weighing  187  and  234  grains  respectively,  bear 
identical  marks  of  a Wheel  and  an  Elephant  which  faces  to  the  left. 

As  I say  the  marks  are  identical  and  have  been  made  by  the  same 
punches.  One  coin  must  come  from  Ayudhya  and  the  lighter  from  Suk'- 
ot'ai, but  when  this  idea  is  subjected  to  scrutiny  we  are  left  look- 
ing for  a ruler  who  ruled  in  one  city  and  then  later  in  the  other. 

No  such  ruler  exists.  The  only  solution  to  the  problem  posed  by 
these  two  coins  is  that  the  Elephant  mark  is  not  the  mark  of  a ruler, 
but  rather  that  of  a city,  Suk'ot'ai.  The  lighter  coin  was  issued  by 
Suk'ot'ai  when  an  independent  state  and  the  heavier  by  Suk'ot'ai  after 
it  had  come  under  the  rule  of  Ayudhya. 
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Once  this  idea  that  the  Elephant  mark  signifies  the  city  of  Suk'ot'ai 
is  accepted  we  can  re-read  the  remarks  of  Tavernier  and  see  that  the 
coin  he  illustrated  was  a coin  of  Ayudhya  in  the  time  of  King  Narai 

and  not  as  has  been  assumed  up  to  now  a coin  of  King  Narai  of  Ayudhya. 

A small  difference  but  very  important.  We  can  now  allocate  all  the 
coins  with  a Lotus  mark  to  the  city  of  Ayudhya  and  all  with  an  Ele- 
phant mark  to  Suk'ot'ai.  Perhaps  with  archaeological  evidence  it  may 
be  possible  to  allocate  the  variations  found  in  the  Lotus  marks  to 
different  period  time,  not  to  individual  rulers  or  else  we  are 
back  in  the  old  trap  of  lists  of  marks  and  lists  of  rulers,  trying 
to  match  one  to  the  other. 

It  may  be  possible  to  allocate  two  other  marks  to  specific  locations 
but  the  evidence  is  not  nearly  as  strong  as  that  we  have  for  the  Ele- 
phant and  the  Lotus  marks.  First  of  all  we  have  a small  number  of 

coins  which  bear  the  mark  of  a Tri . This  mark  turns  up  on  the  coins 
of  the  first  ruler  of  the  Bangkok  dynasty  and  a persistent,  but  dif- 
ficult to  track  down,  tradition  has  it  that  this  mark  was  used  not  by 
Chao  Phya  Chakri , the  first  of  the  present  dynasty,  but  rather  by  the 
General  Tak  Sin  who  liberated  his  country  from  the  Burmese  forces 
which  had  destroyed  Ayudhya.  This  general,  after  liberating  most  of 
the  country,  showed  signs  of  mental  breakdown  and  was  executed.  (There 
could  be  little  room  for  sentiment  in  such  times.)  His  successor, 

Chao  Phya  Chakri,  assumed  control  in  1782  A.D.  and  is  credited  with 
two  issues  of  Bullet  coins  - marked  with  Tri  and  Unalom  respecti vely . 
The  latter  mark  is  traditionally  said  to  have  been  first  used  in  1786 
A.D.  giving  the  Tri  coinage  a period  of  issue  of  four  years  and  the 
Unalom  a period  of  twenty-three  years.  This  would  mean  that  we  would 
expect  the  Tri  coinage  to  be  several  times  rarer  than  the  Unalom 
issue.  Yet  the  Unalom  coinage  is  only  slightly  more  commonly  found 
than  the  Tri  coinage.  It  would  seem  likely  that  the  Tri  coinage  was 
issued  by  General  Tak  Sin  from  1767  A.D.  and  continued  for  four  years 
after  his  death  by  his  successor  Chao  Phya  Chakri.  This  would  give  a 
period  from  1767  A.D.  to  1786  A.D.  for  the  Tri  coinage  and  from  1786 
A.D.  to  1809  A.D.  for  the  Unalom  coinage.  This  gives  nineteen  years  to 
twenty-three  years  and  would  explain  the  relative  scarcity  of  the  two 
issues. 

If  this  is  so  then  it  may  be  possible  to  allocate  the  Tri  mark  to  the 
town  of  Tak,  a town  of  considerable  importance  in  the  fourteenth 
century  Siam.  While  such  an  allocation  is  at  the  best  tentative  and 
must  await  more  definite  evidence  before  acceptance  I feel  there  is 
more  evidence  for  the  second  possible  allocation  I have  mentioned  in 
the  preceding  paragraph.  This  is  to  allocate  the  Conch  Shell  mark 
found  on  so  many  fractional  coins  to  the  city  of  Ayudhya.  Of  all 
the  marks  found  on  the  fractional  coins  this  is  by  far  the  commonest. 

No  fewer  than  forty-seven  percent  of  the  fractional  coins  in  the  col- 
lection bore  this  mark  while  surprisingly  enough  only  seventeen  per- 
cent of  these  fractional  coins  bore  the  mark  of  the  Lotus  or  some 
stylised  variation  of  it.  Since  Ayudhya  was  by  far  the  largest  and 
richest  city  in  Siam  before  the  building  of  Bangkok  it  seems  to  me 
reasonable  that  the  majority  of  fractional  coins  should  have  been 
produced  there.  It  would  appear  then  that  the  fractional  coins  with 
the  mark  of  a Conch  Shell  belong  to  Ayudhya.  It  may  be  remarked  that 
while  the  fractional  coins  bearing  this  mark  are  extremely  common  it 
is  rare  to  find  a One  Bat  coin  with  this  mark. 
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Maybe  the  conclusions  I was  able  to  draw  from  the  collection  I was 
fortunate  enough  to  study  may  have  as  much  value  as  those  to  be  gained 
from  the  study  of  a hoard  and  it  is  possible  that  somewhere  or  other 
a kindly  Fairy  Godmother  did  guide  me  to  the  study  of  a collection  now 
long  gone  to  the  melting  pot. 

******************  ******************  ********  **********  ******  ********** 


"SERRATI " COINAGE  OF  ANCI ENT  TIMES 
(Submitted  by  R,  R.  Kutcher) 


Several  classes  of  ancient 
coins  have  been  called  "ser- 
ratus",  or  "saw-edged".  The 
"serrati"  of  Syria  and  Mace- 
donia differ  from  the  Roman 
in  most  everything  but  the 
name.  They  Syrian  and  Mace- 
donian serrated  coins  are  all 
of  copper  or  bronze  and  the 
edge  rays,  or  teeth  projecting 
from  the  coins,  were  undoubted- 
ly produced  by  casting  the  blank  in  that  shape  before  striking.  The 
Macedonian  serrate  come  from  the  reign  of  Philip  V and  in  Syria  the 
coins  come  from  a period  from  Seleucus  IV  to  Demetrius  II. 

The  early  serrati  struck  in  Carthaginia  are  of  both  silver  and  elect- 
rum  and  are  from  the  time  of  Hannibal.  These  coins  seem  to  have  been 
produced  by  cutting  the  edge  of  the  flan  and  resembles  that  on  the 
Roman  coins.  The  Roman  serrate  denarii  exhibits  an  edge  that  is 
broken  by  a varying  number  of  cuts  at  irregular  distance  and  of  irreg- 
ular depths  and  angles.  These  cuts  were  produced  by  a sharp  chisel 
rather  than  by  a file,  and  seem  to  have  been  done  before  striking. 
Roman  brockages  and  plated  (fourree)  serrati  are  known  of  these  coins 
and  are  not  too  uncommon.  Some  issues  are  known  with  both  serrated 
and  the  normal  edge  denarii. 

The  reason  for  the  Greek  serrati  of  copper  and  bronze  is  as  yet  un- 
known, however,  the  authorities  on  Roman  serrati  are  mostly  in  agree- 
ment. It  is  well  known  that  the  early  Senatorial  Government  of  Rome 
was  not  adverse  to  the  issuing  of  plated  coins.  But  the  democratic 
party  of  Rome,  particularly  in  the  later  Republic,  were  for  maintain- 
ing the  good  alloy  of  the  silver  for  coinage.  Thus,  in  troubled 
times,  the  democratic  bankers  would  issue  their  denarii  with  serra- 
tions having  the  intent  to  serve  the  one  purpose  of  showing  at  a 
glance  the  metal  of  which  the  coin  was  made.  The  serrates  also  seem 
to  have  been  produced  mainly  for  circulation  in  the  north  and  west, 
where  there  was  a strong  preference  for  good  silver. 
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A N ]N TRO DU  C T I ON  TO  B Y Z A N T 1 N E CO  I N AG E 

I.  C.  G.  Campbell , Lincoln , Nebraska NI  #LM-12 

No.  18  - ANASTASIUS  II  ARTEMIUS  (713-715) 

The  next  Persona  Dramatis  Byzantinae  was  a civil  servant  named  Artemius 
who  chose  Anastasius  as  his  royal  name,  the  first  of  that  name  also 
having  been  a civil  servant. 

He  was  a capable  man  but  had  little  influence  with  the  army.  He  ap- 
pointed Leo  the  Isaurian  to  the  command  of  the  Anatolic  Theme  - we 
shall  hear  of  him  again  ^ and  prepared  the  capital  for  the  anticipated 
assault  of  the  Arabs.  He  also  prepared  to  attack  their  fleet  at  the 
Syrian  port  before  it  set  out.  Unfortunately,  his  appointment  of  the 
Treasurer  Johannes  offended  the  military  and  so  once  again  the  men  of 
the  Opsikion  Theme  revolted,  at  Rhodes  on  their  way  to  invest  the 
capital.  For  reasons  unknown  they  chose  an  obscure  tax-collector, 
Theodosius  of  Adramytium  (Turkey,  Edremit),  as  their  candidate  for 
the  purple.  Anastasius  retired  to  a monastery  at  Thessalonica , head 
and  nose  intact,  a welcome  change. 

The  Coinage 

For  such  a short  reign  inevitable  surviving  coinage  is  scarce  but  not 
as  rare  as  his  predecessors . 

The  legend  used  is  usually  D.N. ANASTASIAS  M'JLT^  AN.  Sometimes  some 
form  of  ARfdMIi?  also  appears.  On  the  reverse  is  VICT  IWI^^S  and 
the  Cross  Potens. 


The  Coins 


The  only  known  silver  is  the  extremely  rare  hexagram  of  Constantinople 
struck,  as  under  previous  emperors,  with  solidus  dies. 


GOLD: 

CONSTANTINOPLE  struck  solidus,  semissis,  tremissis,  the  last  being 
very  rare.  Officinae  A - I have  been  noted  for  some 
solidi.  The  style  remains  unchanged,  the  emperor 
wearing  the  chlamys. 


Solidus , Constantinople 


Tremissis , Borne 


ROME  struck  both  a solidus  and  a tremissis  whose  fields  also  show  a 
star. 


RAVENNA  struck  the  same  two  pieces  and  it  used  ARTIMI^/S  on  each  of  them. 
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SARDINIA  struck  a solidus,  thick  fabric,  and  it  is  probably  the  least 
common  of  the  gold  known  to  date. 


SYRACUSE  struck  a solidus  and  a semissis.  Again  the  elongated  A as 
on  the  reverse  is  seem.  Itself  is  a distinguishing  mark. 

An  ITALIAN  mint,  perhaps  NAPLES,  struck  debased  solidi  and  tremissis. 

They  are  distinguished  by  the  presence  of  a star  in  the  right 
field  on  the  reverse. 


COPPER . Foil  is  were  struck  by  Constantinople,  Syracuse  (see  Monogram 
43  of  Seaby)  and  Ravenna  while  the  only  ^ F known  is  from 
Constantinople.  Legends  are  either  absent  or  illegible.  The 
only  specimen  I have  seen  was  in  the  D.O.  collection.  No 
doubt  small  change  of  the  previous  reign  sufficed. 


Follis  Rev.  Rev. 


Ccnstantinop  le  Syracuse  Ravenna  Monogram 

*********************************************************************** 


EMERGENCY  COUNTERMARKED  COINAGE  USED  IN  ENGLAND 


As  an  emergency  mea- 
sure to  alleviate 
the  shortage  of  regal 
coinage  in  England, 
Spanish  silver  dol- 
lars (8  Reals)  were 
put  into  circulation 
for  a short  period 
after  being  counter- 
marked  with  a punch 
bearing  the  head  of 
George  III.  Some  of 
the  punch  marks  are 
oval  while  others  are 
elongated  octagons 
and  were  used  to  make 
the  coins  current  for  4 shillings  and  ninepence.  Being  less  than  the 
five  shilling  crown,  the  saying  "two  kings  head  not  worth  a crown", 
arose.  The  more  popular  saying  of  "the  head  of  a fool  on  the  neck  of 
an  ass"  was  also  used  to  describe  these  coins.  In  1804,  the  Spanish 
dollars  were  completely  over-struck  by  the  new  steam  presses  of  Mat- 
thew Boulton  and  James  Watt  into  "Bank  of  England  Dollars"  at  the  Soho 
Mint  in  Birmingham.  The  distinct  edge  of  the  "Spanish  Milled  Dollar" 
is  still  evident  on  most  of  these  1804  five  shilling  English  dollars. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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NOTE  ON  TWO  13th 
CENTURY  ISFAHAN  BRONZES 


Among  the  pieces  acquired  by  the  writer  in  Tehran  during  the  sixties 
and  now  on  the  trays  of  the  U.S.  National  Numismatic  Collection  in  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  is  a baffling  bronze  dated  628  A.H.  = November 
9,  1230-October  29,  1231  with  a mint-signature  Isfahan.  To  the  best 
of  my  knowledge,  it  is  unpublished  and  unique,  the  legends  read  as 
follows : 


n nr  i 


Obverse 


Reverse 


CADLIYYA 

justice  and  equity 
CASHRIN  WA 
twenty  and 

THAMAN  SITTAMJC^IYAT) 
eight  six  hundred 
ISFAHAN 


Xsf-ahan 
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The  period  under  consideration  is  one  for  which  the  sources  are  few 
and  confusing.  A.K.S.  Lambton  says  of  Isfahan: 


"From  500/1106/7  until  Muhammad's  death  in  511/1118  Isfahan  remained 
the  main  centre  of  the  Great  Saldjuk  empire.  Thereafter  power  moved 
to  Khurasan,  where  Sand jar  ruled  as  the  Great  Saldj uk  sultan,  while 
Isfahan  and  the  western  provinces  were  disputed  by  Saldjuks  of  'Irak 
and  their  atabegs . There  were  renewals  of  sectarian  strife,  notably 
an  outbreak  in  560/1164-5  between  Khudjandi  faction  and  others  ac- 
companied by  arson,  destruction  of  property  and  loss  of  life  (ibid, 
xi,  210).  In  590/1194  Isfahan  was  taken  by  the  Khwarazmshah  Tekish, 
to  whom  the  caliph  al-Nasir  had  appealed  about  588/1192  for  help 
against  Tughril , the  last  of  the  Saldj uks  of  'Iralf-.  Isfahan  changed 
hands  several  times  in  the  subsequent  campaigns  between  the  caliph 
and  Khwarazmshah . In  623/1226  the  Mongol  armies  under  D j urmaghun 
reached  the  neighbourhood  of  Isfahan  and  in  625/1228  Djalal  al-Dxn 
Khwarazmshah  defeated  them  outside  the  city  (J.A.  Boyle,  Dynastic 
and  political  history  of  the  Il-Khans , in  The  Cambridge  History  of 
Iran,  V,  330) . Although  he  was  unable  to  sustain  his  victory,  Is- 
fahan did  not  finally  fall  until  about  638/1240-1,  when  it  was 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  Mongols  by  treachery  within  the 
walls  (Minhadj  al-Dln  al-Djuzjani,Tabakat-i  Nasiri , Calcutta.  1824, 
422-3}." 


The  use  of  the  decorative  element  as  part  of  the  obverse  first  word 
is,  so  far  as  I know,  unique  to  this  piece.  The  first  letter  may  be 
S or  SH,  and  the  last  c or  GH.  There  is  the  faintest  hint  of  an 
initial  Alif  in  the  second  word.  If  so,  we  have  AL-K  or  G followed 
by  NA,  then  a D or  DH,  and  then  an  N(?)  plus  IYYA. 

The  Second  bronze  coin  was  also  acquired  in  Teheran  during  the  sixties 
and  is  now  also  in  the  trays  of  the  U.S.  National  Numismatic  Collec- 
tion. The  legends  read  as  follows. 
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Obverse 


Reverse 


Margin: 

[aJ M]  j 


Margin:  Jj 


Field: 


j£t  #x 

oUi*  r* 


Field: 


v^> 

J*4\ 


The  obverse  margin  contains  the  Kalimah,  literally  "the  Word,"  also 
known  as  the  Muslim  Confession  of  Faith,  taken  from  the  47th  Sura 
of  the  Qu'ran,  verse  21,  plus  the  29th  verse  of  the  48th  Sura,  and 
translated  as  "There  is  no  God  but  God,  Muhammad  is  the  Prophet  of 
God."  The  obverse  field  contains  the  names  of  the  four  Orthodox 
Caliphs,  or  immediate  successors  of  the  Prophet  Muhammad,  Aba  Bakr, 
cUmar,  cUthman , and  CA1T. 

The  reverse  margin  contains  the  words  SANA  KHAMSIN  WA AH,  that 

is,  "Year  fifty  and  ..."  The  reverse  field  cointains  the  word  ZARB/ 
KHAN/  ISFAHAN,  that  is,  "struck  ...  Khan  Isfahan." 

It  is  possible  that  some  reader  who  has  a better  preserved  specimen 
may  be  able  to  add  to  my  comments.  In  any  case,  I think  that  because 
of  the  rarity  of  the  pieces  struck  at  Isfahan  for  this  period,  these 
two  items  will  be  of  interest  to  students  of  Islamic  history  and  numis- 
matics. 


1.  p.  102,  Encyclopedia  of  Islam  (2nd  Edition) 

* Photography  by  Charles  Ran. 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


ANTONINUS  PIUS  AND  THE  QUADI 


however,  very  sketchy  on  this 
the  Quadi  a new  king. 


A barbarous  tribe  inhabiting  the 
left  bank  of  the  Danube  River,  in 
what  now  forms  Lower  Austria, 
was  called  the  Quadi.  These  people 
were  subdued  by  the  Roman  Emperor 
Antoninus  Pius,  who  issued  a ses- 
tertius showing  himself  in  a toga 
extending  his  hand  to  the  king  of 
the  Quadi.  The  inscription  on 


these  coins  is  "REX  QUADIS  DATVS 
or  "A  king  given  to  the  Quadi". 
Other  historical  records  are, 
action  of  Antoninus  Pius  having  given 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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ROMAN  COLON  IAL  CO  I NA  G E_.  P.L_ B ERY  JUS 

Berytus,  an  ancient  Phoenican  colony,  was  one  of  the  oldest  cities  at 
the  Asian  end  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea.  The  old  Roman  geographers 
speak  of  Berytus  as  "Terra  Amaena"  (a  pleasant  land).  The  city  was 
made  a Roman  "Colonia"  when  Julius  Caesar  sent  to  it  a part  of  the 
veterans  taken  from  two  of  his  legions  to  reinforce  the  first  military 
settlers  from  Rome.  The  colony  was  embellished  with  a fine  theatre, 
a magnificent  amphitheatre,  baths,  porticoes,  and  other  architectural 
works  of  equal  elegance.  The  Roman  colonial  coins  of  this  city  are 


numerous,  usually  with  "COL  BER"  or  "COL  IVL  BER"  as  part  of  the  leg- 
end. The  reverse  types  usually  have  one  or  more  of  the  following: 
Silenus  walking,  the  prow  of  a ship,  the  turreted  and  veiled  head  of 
a woman,  a galley,  a partridge,  a cornucopiae  and/or  a dolphin. 

This  Latin  imperial  colonly,  that  commenced  under  Julius  Caesar,  is- 
sued coins  with  scarcely  a break  to  the  reign  of  Gallienus  in  254  A.D. 

On  coins  of  Julia  Domna  and  Caracalla,  Berytus  (Beirut)  is  called 
"Felix",  as  cities  were  allowed  at  that  time  to  proclaim  themselves 
happy  or  fortunate  when  they  were  admitted  to  all  privileges  of  a 
Roman  colony. 

On  one  of  the  coins  illustrated  here,  we  see  Neptune  with  the  trident 
in  his  left  hand  and  who  lays  hold  with  his  right  on  a woman  who  is 
in  a kneeling  posture  and  has  a vase  or  pitcher  in  her  right  hand. 

The  woman  is  the  nymph  "Beroe",  the  fabled  daughter  of  Venus  and  Adonis, 
and  she  is  from  whom  Berytus  took  its  name.  Neptune  demanded  Beroe  in 
marriage,  but  she  was  given  to  Bacchus.  Here  the  nymph  appears  unwil- 


ling to  be  dragged  away  by  Neptune,  as  the  god  of  wine  was  more  pleas- 
ing to  her  than  the  god  of  the  sea.  The  same  scene  is  shown  on  top 
of  the  "Temple  of  Astarte"  on  another  of  the  coins  shown  here. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  N I REFE  REN CE_  COLLECT  I ON 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reasons,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  aTT  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 

C = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Com- 

plete except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless 
multiple  for  the  particular  year. 

CAPE  VERDE  ISLANDS:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y6  - C; 

Y7  - C;  Y9  - 1953;  Y14  - 1977. 

CAYMAN  ISLANDS:  Y1  - 1972;  Y2  - 1972;  Y4  - 1972;  Y9  - 1972. 

CENTRAL  AFRICAN  REPUBLIC:  Y2  - 1976. 


CENTRAL  AFRICAN  STATES:  Equatorial  African  States  - Y1  - 1961,  1962, 

1965;  Y2  - 1961  , 1965,  1969;  Y3  - 1961;  Y4  -"1961  ; Y5  - 1965,  1967. 
Central  African  States  - Y 1 0 - C. 

CHAD:  Y1  - 1971  , 1972;  Y2  - 1975. 


CHILI:  Y47  - 1872;  Y49  - 1884;  Y59  - 1886,  1895;  Y67  - C;  Y78  - 1908; 

Y79  - 1908;  Y83  - 1915;  Y84  - 1915;  Y88  - 1921,  1922,  1925,  1928, 

1934,  1938;  Y89  - 1922,  1923,  1933,  1937,  1938,  1940;  Y90  - 1924, 

1932,  1938,  1940;  Y91  - 1933;  Y102  - CX  (1944,  1947,  1948);  Y103  - C; 

Y104  - 1943,  1948,  1950,  1953,  1954;  Y105  - 1954,  1955,  1956,  1957; 

Y106  - C;  Y 1 07  - 1956  , 1958;  Y108  - 1962;  YIOT^  CX  (1960);  Y110  - 
CX  (1965);  Ylll  - 1964,  1966,  1969;  Y112  - CX  (1960,  1961,  1962,  1968); 
Y 1 1 3 - C;  Y 1 1 4 - C;  Y115  - C;  Y116  - 1972,  1973;  Y118  - 1971,  1972; 

Y121  - 1974. 

CHINA:  Y5.1  - C;  Y6.1  - C;  Y7  - C;  Y8  - 1906;  Y9j . 1 - C;  Y10.4  - C; 

YlOc  - C;  Y10h.5  - C;  YlOj.4  - C;  Y10j.5  - C;  Y10k.3  - C;  YlOk.lO  - C; 
Yllt  - C;  Y12  - C;  Y19a.2  - 1322;  Y20.1  - C;  Y21 . la  - C;  Y36a.4  - C; 
Y49.2  - C;  Y60.1  - C;  Y97.1  - C;  Y120a.2  - C;  Y120a.4  - C;  Y122.2  - C; 
Y125.2  - C;  Y135.1  - C;  Y143.1  - C;  Y1 43a . 7 - C;  Y145a.l2  - C;  Y168.2 
- C;  Y177.4  - C;  Y189  - C;  Y 1 90  - C;  Y191  - C;  Y193  - C;  Y200  - C; 

Y201  - C;  Y204  - C;  Y221a.l  - C;  Y301.1  - C;  Y301.2  - C;  Y301.5  - C; 
Y302.1  - C;  Y302.2  - C;  Y303.1  - C;  Y306.2a  - C;  Y319  - C;  Y347  - 
1936;  Y348.1  - 1936;  Y349.1  - 1936;  Y350.1  - 1936;  Y355  - C;  Y356  - C; 
Y358  - C;  Y360.1  - CX  (1942);  Y361.1  - C;  Y362.1  - 1942;  Y394.1  - C; 
Y400.2  - C;  Y400.4  - C;  Y400.5  - C;  Y400.6  - C;  Y400.7  - C;  Y420  - C; 
Y423  - 1922;  Y425  - C;  Y426  - 1928,  1929;  Y459.1a  - C;  Y464.1  - C. 

CHINA  - East  Hopei  (Chi  Tung  Bank):  Y516  - C;  Y 5 1 9 - C;  Y520  - C. 

CHINA  - Hwa  Hsing  Bank:  Y522  - C. 

CHINA  - Manchukuo:  Y2  - 1933;  Y6  - 1934;  Y9  - 1941,  1943;  Y12  - 1940. 

CHINA  - Tibet:  Y13.2  - C;  Y13.3  - C;  Y13.8  - C;  Y19.1  - 1921;  Y23  - 

1936IFJTY3C  (Trade)  - C. 

CHINA  - PEOPLES  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC:  Y1  - C to  1978  X (1955,  1957, 

1958';  1959 , l972,"T976l;  72  - 1960,  1975,  197J7  , 1979;  Y3  - C to  1976 
X (1975).  ^ ™ 

(Continued  next  month) 
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BOOK  NEWS 


(Readers  are  invited  to  submit  reviews  of  the  books  noted  in  this 
section. ) 

Ewald  Junge's  World  Coin  Encyclopedia  (N.Y.:  William  Morrow  and 
Co.,  Inc.,  1984)  was  favorably  reviewed  in  several  journals  - 
including  Booklist  and  Library  Journal.  Collectors  of  East  Asian 
currencies  might  be  interested  to  know  that  a large  color  illus- 
tration of  a five  ounce  Japanese  gold  obon,  1837-43,  is  depicted 
upside  down!  A correctly  placed  obon  is  shown  in  a much  smaller 
black  and  white  illustration  on  the  following  page. 

************************************  ******  *********************** 

ADOPTION  IN  ANCIENT  ROME 

"AGNOMEN"  is  explained  by  the  ancient  author  Pitiscus  by  saying  it  is 
the  synonym  of  the  "Cognomen"  (surname)  conferred  by  the  Act  of  Adop- 
tion in  ancient  Rome.  The  adopted  Roman  took  the  name,  the  "Prenomen", 
and  the  surname  of  the  adopting  party,  keeping  only  the  name  of  his 
own  family.  P.  Cornelius  Scipio,  for  example,  being  adopted  by  Q. 
Caecilius  Metellus,  called  himself  Q.  Caecilius  Metellus  Scipio. 

Thus  he  retained  only  the  "Agnomen",  the  name  he  derived  from  his 
true  father,  and  was  indebeted  to  the  adoption  for  the  other  names. 


Marcus  Aurelius 


Commodus 
A.D.  177-192 


Caraca l la 
A.D.  198-217 


This  explains  the  change  in  names  on  coins  of  a number  of  emperors 
who  were  adopted  by  someone,  or  who  adopted  someone  as  a father  who 
was  already  deceased  to  gain  an  ancestor  of  note.  Marcus  Aurelius 
seems  to  have  been  a well  admired  emperor,  as  so  many  of  the  follow- 
ing emperors  adopted  him  as  an  ancestor.  Lucius  Verus  took  the  name 
Lucius  Aelius  "Aurelius"  Commodus,  and  his  son,  Commodus,  took  the 
name  Lucius  Aelius  "Aurelius"  Commodus.  Later,  Caracalla  took  the 
name  of  "Marcus  Aurelius"  Antoninus,  and  Elagabalus  became  "Marcus 
Aurelius"  Antoninus".  Severus  Alexander  changed  his  name  to  "Marcus 
Aurelius"  Severus  Alexander.  In  253  A.D.  the  emperor  Uranius  Anton- 
onus  took  the  name  of  Lucius  Julius  "Aurelius"  Sulpicius  Uranius 
Antononus,  while  Claudius  II  Gothicus  became  "Marcus  Aurelius"  Claud- 
ius. His  brother,  Quintillus,  then  became  "Marucus  Aurelius"  Claudius 
Quintillus.  Even  the  emperor  Probus  was  "Marcus  Aurelius"  Probus,  and 
so  on  for  quite  a few  more  emperors  of  Rome. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 


ASPECTS  OF  THE  NUMISMATICS  OF  NORTH  AMERICA,  edi ted  by  Dr.  Chris 
Gilboy,  1986;  200  pages;  8%  x 11";  hard-cover.  Available  at 
$30.00,  Canadian,  postpaid  per  copy  from  the  Regina  Coin  Club, 

P.0.  Box  174,  Regina,  Sask.,  Canada  S4P  2Z6.  The  edition  is 
limited  to  500  copies. 

The  book  contains  the  complete  and  abundantly  illustrated  papers 
of  the  1985  C.N.A.  Convention  in  Regina.  Most  of  the  papers  were 
read  at  a one  day  symposium  held  just  before  the  convention.  A 
few  not  presented  there  were  added  later.  Numerous  line  drawings, 
maps,  tables,  and  several  hundred  photographs  illustrate  the  text. 
Seven  articles  cover  Canadian  numismatics,  four  cover  various 
aspects  of  North  American  Numismatics,  one  covers  US  colonial 
coins,  and  one  covers  Mexican  coins. 

The  best  way  of  describing  the  book's  contents  is  to  list  the  titles 
of  the  papers.  Each  is  authored  by  an  expert  in  the  field.  They 
are  as  follows:  "The  Current  Status  of  Numismatic  Research  and 
Literature  in  North  America"  by  R.C.  Willey,  Q.D.  Bowers,  and  C. 
Hubbard;  "The  Continuing  Influence  of  Classical  Period  Moneyers  on 
the  Minting  of  Modern  Day  North  American  Coins"  by  M.  Cormier; 

"North  American  Paper  Money"  by  W.H.  McDonald;  "North  American 
Numismatic  Oddities,  Varieties  and  Errors  - Preliminary  Results  of 
a Comparative  Study"  by  H.E.H.  Lee;  "The  Enigma  of  Canada's  1900 
Ten-cent  Piece"  by  C.H.  Orton  and  R.T.  Preston;  "Types  of  Early 
Canadian  Banks"  by  A.  Bliman;  "Banking  in  Canada's  Maritime  Pro- 
vinces of  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward  Island"  by 
J.R.  Becker;  "Out  of  the  Past  - A History  of  Breton  999,  a Rare 
Variety  of  the  SHIRS  COLONIES  & COMMERCE  Series  of  Canada's  Colo- 
nial Tokens"  by  C.J.  Faulkner;  "Medal -maki ng  in  Canada  - The  Be- 
ginnings to  the  1920's"  by  N.M.  Willis;  "Campaign  Medals  in  Nine- 
teenth Century  Canada"  by  C.F.  Gilboy;  "The  North  West  Canada  Medal 
of  1885"  by  R.W.  Irwin;  "The  Colonial  Coins  of  the  United  States 
and  Their  Contemporary  Foreign  Legal  Tender"  by  S.J.  Durst;  and 
"The  Coinage  of  Mexico"  by  J.E.  Storer. 

The  book  is  a worthwhile  addition  to  any  club's  library. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 

Qian  Jiaju  and  Guo  Yangeng.  A BRIEF  HISTORY  AND  EXPLANATORY 
TABLES  OF  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  CHINESE  CURRENCY.  Beijing:  People's 
Publishing  Co.,  1982.*  100  pages;  28  p.  of  black  and  white  plates; 

21  x 15  cm.  Text  in  Chinese. 

This  book  is  divided  into  three  major  sections,  the  first  of  which  is 
a 54  page,  four-part  essay  entitled,  "A  brief  history  of  the  develop- 
ment of  Chinese  currency."  Part  one,  "Marx's  theory  of  currency," 
draws  heavily  from  the  latter  pages  of  Part  One  (Commodities  and 
Money),  Chapter  III  (Exchange)  of  Karl  Marx's  DAS  KAPITAL.  Part  two 
covers  Chinese  dynastic  currency  with  an  emphasis  on  the  coinage, 
while  part  three  deals  specifically  with  Chinese  dynastic  paper 
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currency.  Part  four,  "The  currency  of  modern  times,"  covers  the 
period  from  the  closing  decades  of  the  Qing  Dynasty  to  1949  - with 
its  main  focus  on  the  Republican  years. 

Each  part  of  section  one  is  divided  into  several  subparts  which, 
although  quite  brief,  are  also  quite  interesting.  Those  in  the 
Chinese  branch  of  numismatics  looking  for  a fresh  angle  with  which 
to  orient  their  collection  might  be  interested  in  the  subpart  enti- 
tled, "Types  of  currency  of  our  country's  [i.e.,  China's]  peasant 
revolutionary  armies." 


The  second  major  section  of  the  book  contains  31  charts  and  tables  - 
some  accompanied  by  essay- type  explanations  - in  44  pages.  Many  of 
the  tables,  such  as  the  dynastic  "coinage  course  of  development 
tables"  and  "coinage  basic  fact  tables,"  are  quite  straightforward 
and  easy  to  follow.  Each  of  these  is  divided  into  roughly  five  sec- 
tions: Dates,  Dynastic  and/or  Kingdom  Name,  Reign  Titles,  Currency 
Names,  and  Explanatory  Notes  (see  the  following  illustration). 
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Charts  such  as  those  depicting  the  development  of  knife  money  or  holed 
coinage,  although  more  complex  at  times,  aren't  overly  difficult  to 
follow  (see  the  next  illustration). 

The  final  section  of  the  book  is  a 28  page  spread  of  black  and  white 
illustrations.  Given  the  size  and  scope  of  this  volume,  the  illustra- 
tions are  comprehensive  and  cover  the  entire  gamut  of  Chinese  currency 
from  its  beginnings  through  1949.  As  in  the  text,  foreign  currencies 
which  circulated  in  China  are  not  excluded.  Although  not  always  of 
the  highest  quality,  most  of  the  illustrations  are  very  good,  and  all 
are  clearly  labeled. 
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This  Brief  History  by  Qian  and  Guo  is  concise  and,  therefore,  fairly 
easy  to  read.  Although  obviously  not  for  everyone,  I heartily  recom- 
mend it  to  the  fellow  interested  in  building  a comprehensive  rather 
than  a more  esoteric  collection  of  Chinese  currency. 


3)35. ft &>  -I. 

A K % 1982. 


Reviewed  by  David  Coia 

************************************************************************ 


VESPASIAN'S  "ROME  RISING  AGAIN"  SESTERTIUS 


"Rome  rising  again"  is  what  Vespas- 
ian alludes  to  on  a sestertius  he 
issued.  The  inscription  "ROMA 
RESVRGES  S C"  is  around  the  figures 
of  Vespasian  raising  up  a female 
"Liberty"  who  is  kneeling  next  to 
"Roma",  helmeted  and  holding  a spear 
and  shield.  Vespasian  could  well 
speak  of  raising  Rome  again,  as  he 
built  new  edifices,  including  the 
Colosseum,  and  effectively  repaired 
the  older  buildings  which  through 
neglect  and  the  ravages  of  the  fires 
under  Nero  had  sustained  great  injury. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

C.  W.  Morris,  P.  0.  Box  10983,  Midwest  City,  OK  73140;  Need  PORTUGUESE 
coins  for 'my  collection.  "'EARLY  KINGS':  "1128  "to  1598  & Azores  Islands 
5 Reis  1750,  1796,  1866;  10  Reis  1866;  150  Reis  1797  & 1798;  300  Reis 
1797.  MADERIA  20  Reis  1842  & 1852;  5 Reis  1850.  I will  buy  or  trade. 
Send  me  your  trade  list  and  we  will  try.  THANKS. 

Fox  & Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  Wanted  infor- 

mation on  French  Colonial  Freemasonry,  Tonkinese  Lodge  and  the  ones 
located  in  all  major  cities  of  Indochina.  1901  Masonic  Newspaper 
Indochine  Republi caine , Paul  Doumer  of  the  famous  Hanoi  Bridge  was  a 
freemason.  French  lodges  pulled  out,  American  lodges  move  in,  Saigon 
Lodge  188.  Books,  pamphlets,  photos  Indo  masonic  coins,  tokens,  fobs, 
etc.  Thanks  for  your  help. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 

members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXI- 
MUM. The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including 
sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration , if  desired.  Send  to  NI 
Attribution  Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport, 
Conn.  06880,  USA. 

Association  Francaise  pour  la  Promotion  de  la  Numismatique , 8,  place 

du  Palais  Bourbon,  75007  Paris,  France:  We  are  looking  for  someone  to 

serve  as  General  Delegate  in  the  U.S.A.  Interested  parties  are  invited 
to  correspond  in  this  matter. 

*******************  ************************  **************************** 
FIRST  CONTROL  MARKS  ON  COINAGE 


The  early  Greeks  were  the  first  to  use  control  marks  on  their  coins. 
Philip  II  of  Macedonia  used  mint  marks  and  marks  to  denote  who  was  in 
charge  of  the  mint  at  the  time  the  coin  was  struck.  In  this  way 
Philip  had  a good  check  on  the  quantity  and  quality  of  his  coinage, 
and  knew  who  was  responsible  if  either  were  off.  Philips  son,  Alex- 
ander the  Great,  continued  his  father's  system  and  spread  it  through- 
out the  known  world.  These  marks  on  Philip's  and  Alexander's  coins 
not  only  show  who  and  where  the  coins  were  made,  but  often  times  in- 
dicate when  the  coin  was  struck. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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